348   A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BRITISH ARMY
Equally swift and decisive had been the final phase of the
Mesopotamia!! campaign. It will be remembered that on the
death of Maude in November, 1917, Marshall had succeeded
to the command. He continued his predecessor's policy of
gradually widening the area under British control as opportunity
offered, and in December a force pushed out up the Diyala
across the Jabal Hamrin mountains to Khanikin on
the road to Persia, into which it was feared that German
and subversive Russian influence might penetrate to our dis-
advantage. Heavy reductions in the Mesopotamian army now
took place, but none the less, Marshall was able to carry out
a brilliant little offensive on the Euphrates, where in the highly
successful action of Khan Bagdadi on March 26th the whole
of the opposing force was captured or destroyed. A month
later an equally complete defeat of the enemy was achieved
on the other flank of the area of operations, a Turkish detach-
ment being wiped out north-west of Kifri and a solid foothold
established on the far side of the mountains. From here a small
force, known as " Dunster Force," set out in June for Trans-
Caucasia and Persia to act as a counterpoise to German and
Russian activities. It had a series of breathless adventures,
occupying Baku and putting up a fine defence of the place until
forced to retire by overwhelming forces, and then moving into
Persia, where it remained till the conclusion of hostilities, having
completely fulfilled the purpose for which it had been despatched.
The hot weather forbade the resumption of active operations
in Mesopotamia itself until the autumn, when Marshall decided
to dispose of the small Turkish force on the Tigris and advance
his line as far as Mosul. On October 23rd the decisive action
in this brief but brilliant little campaign took place at Sharqat;
the British infantry on the west bank gradually forced their
way upstream through successive lines of enemy trenches, while
the cavalry, passing up the east bank, swung back over the
Tigris to take post in the enemy rear right athwart his line of com-
munications and retreat. He fought desperately on two fronts
to extricate himself from this trap, but all in vain ; our cavalry-
held their ground unshakably, our infantry continued their
relentless advance, and on October 3oth, cornered and closely
shut in, he had no recourse left but to lay down his arms,
x i ,000 prisoners and 50 guns were the material fruits of these
successful operations, the conclusion of which was quickly
followed by news of the signing of the armistice with Turkey.
H^re in Mesopotamia, too, a complete and well-deserved
triumph had thus finally crowned our arms.
The course of events in one other theatre of operations, East
Africa, yet remains to be chronicled. ~After the repulse of our.